Decembar, 2006

Volume 1, Issue 4

December 24
Christmas Eve

10:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Worship Services

WHO IS ON YOUR LIST THIS CHRISTMAS?

The December “Bible
Pathway"” Study and
Devotional Guides are
available for pick-up
in the North Gallery
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Have you given to chanty this Christrmas?
If wou avend worship regulardy, chances are
excellent, d you haven't yet, that you will A
eecemt Wall Swreer Jousnal arvicle repomed that a
third of all chamable giving in Amenca occuns
in Decernber. But those who gve and those
who do not make a fascinating study, Eighay
five million Amencan households give cach year
to nonprofit organizations, while another 3
million do not, Wiy

Heligion is the mos: signifscant determuner, by
far. Those who sttend worship each week gree
four umes more dollars per year than those who
do not. They volunteer twice a8 frequently. On
averzge, peopke of fanh give 30 percem mor
memey each year even o non-church beneve-
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ket orgarizaticns than secubiies oy Wy
Ome would expect those imvolved in a charch o
give to that church, but why the larger wend in
vodumeer bours and overall charin?

One answer w phiosophscal Some i Amenica
believe that giving 1 charty only encourages
dependence by the poor. Crbhers angue that per
somal benevolence ks the govemment off the
hook. But the larger bsue appears 10 be driven
by values — religious people simply seem o be
more inclined to give 1o those in need. This s a
commment which o encoursged by every ma-
jor religion in the workd,

The Koran mstructs Mislions w give 2.5 per
cemt of their goods 1w the poor. Buddha mads
compassaon for the poor and suffering a sygnify
camt parm of his worldview. Hisdu writegs,
while respecting caste differcnces, encownge
Hﬂm\tn!hminmd.]rmfuﬂu\lﬁ@l‘k
brew weachings gave 23 percent of their goods
over a year i tehes and offerings. Joss @-
sumed the same for his followers: *Whes you
give to the needy..." (Mathew 6:2),

Why are the world's religons so emphanc
aboart chariry? Why does the Bible specificallly
call us 1o such compassion? Why does God call
s to such sacrifice, especnlly in this season

when we celebrate Jesus' banh?

First, we give to those in need because their
need & grea. Fungry, homelsss children and
adults face all kinds of challenges. Many have
chosen thear lifesryle, bue many have oot Mul-
tplied thousands are on the strets becawse
their homes are even moee violent and hormific.
Giving o organizaions tha help people in
need o vital and valid on the merits of each
God calls us 1o give for the simple reason that
many meed whas we can share.

Second, Seripture calls 1w belp those in
need because we peed o give. We have mher-
ied a Western worklview whach defines suc-
cest 1 material terma. The hrncrﬂ'lc::hq-.
the newer the car, the bigger the home, the
more vahable one must be, Christmos ads
reinfonce 2 gospel of maerislsm, The more
one pees, the happier one will be. To the con-
trary, the more one sacrifices, the more ooe is
freed from the chains of mareralsm. Giving
avwexy what one has helps one understand what
one needs.

How much should we give? C5, Levas wis
once mbed that qunuinn. i aniwer: more
than we can spure. If owr benewlent gifs do
nol caure wi to dacrfiee jomething, we baee
nal given emongl, ['m afraid he's ri.r.I'IL.

Hive you given to charity yet this Christmas
If vou srend worship regubidy, chances are
excellent thas you wll.

I hape the Chapel is yonr numtler cive benetn-
lemee mat ot of charity, It becawse the Chapel
& yowr Church, Youa wall find the Chrstmas
offering envelope enclosed. When asked, and
whenever you can, please give generously w all
you know who have need this Chesemas)
God's generosity B our motivating influence w
share richly o of oar sbundance.

AMost Blessed Clreintmus bo All on Your Lit!
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